AUSTRIA'S TOP TEM VIMEYARDS = CHILEAM CUISIME = SIMGLE MALT SCOTCH SUF.EESTAES

r OCTOBER 2006

WINEENTHUS ST

Christopher Medlock James (far left) and
Ames Maorison [laft) wera best friends in

college. Thay weant their separate woys—
Wall Straet, the Peace Corps—and eventu-
ally re-teamed in California, where Marison

wos studying winemaking ot U.C. Davis. The

! twi eventually decided fo start their own winery. “In 1998, we happened

i upen the Bell Mountaln Vineyard,” says Marisan. In 2003, they built a winery

an the property in the Mayacamas foothills, due east of Fitch Maountain,
Medlock Ames is committed e making crganic wines, with o focus on sus-

toinability. Their first commercial releass was o 2001 Merlot. Production

now consists of Chardonnay, o Merlot-based Bordeoux red wine, Merlo

and Cabernet Sawvignan, with Souvignon Blane jaining the lineup this year

9 Medlock Ames 2004 Bell Mountain

Vineyard Chardonnay (Alexander Val-
ley); $20. Here's a hig, rich, mouthfilling Chard,
It’s superoaky, superripe and just delicious, offer-
ing up a wealth of mange, guava, pineapple custard
and peach pie [ruit, with the créme britlée, butter-
cream and buttered toast from new vak. Really
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